46. "EXPLOITING" MAHADEV
Mahadevbhai and Naraharibhai were very close
friends. Once, in the early days of the Ashram, Maha-
devbhai appears to have written in a letter to Narahari-
bhai: "Bapu wants to bind me permanently to such and
such a work." Naraharibhai replied jestingly: "The old
man is a regular spider! Allow yourself to get caught in
his web once, and you are caught for ever."
As a rule, Bapu was most punctilious about not
reading other people's letters, but that day the post
went into his hands direct. Here was a letter from the
Ashram, addressed to Mahadev. The handwriting
was Naraharibhai's. There was sure to be Ashram
news in it. How nice! Bapu opened it, read it, and was
deeply grieved. He wrote a letter to Naraharibhai
saying: "I have read your letter by accident. My life
is running its course. What self-interest can I have
now, in my old age, for which I might be ^prepared^
to exploit you?"
Poor Naraharibhai! He read this letter, ^and the
blood froze in his veins. He came running to me, told
me the whole story, and thrust Bapu's letter into my
hand. eeOh, what can I say to Bapu now?" He mourn-
ed. "In what words shall I beg his forgiveness?" I
comforted him, and said: "Say not a word about for-
giveness. Apologize, and you are lost! Such contretemps
must be caught on one's horns like a bull, as it were!
Write to Bapu, 'Why did you read my letter at all?
It was lucky I did not write much more than I did!
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